
The mission of WePress is to advance education by 
providing workshops on historic and contemporary 
methods of print- and art-making for the public, with 
a particular focus on individuals from marginalized 
communities in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside (DTES).

WePress offers historic and contemporary methods of 
print- and art-making in a safe and welcoming space, 
particularly to those marginalized by systems of class, 
sexuality, gender, race, culture, disability, mental 
health, addictions, and colonization. We seek to support 
them to voice their stories, lived experience, and 
dreams, and to build community capacity and resilience 
through art-making.

We respectfully acknowledge 
that WePress is a comunity 
art space on the occupied 
and unceded traditional 
territories of the 
xʷməθkʷəy ̓əm (Musqueam), 
Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish), and 
səl̓il̓wətaʔł (Tsleil-Waututh) 
Nations. We are grateful 
to be here uninvited, to 
live and work alongside the 
people Indigenous to and who 
have stewarded these lands 
since time immemorial. In 
2020 we worked alongside 
and learned from many 
Indigenous folks in and 
beyond the Downtown 
Eastside neighbourhood in 
ways that center decolonial 
relationships between people 
and with the land. 
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winter

OPEN STUDIO
Free, accessible, 

art making 
drop-in. 

WORKSHOPS
Sliding scale, 
accessible, offsets 
cost of free programs

creating regular, 
low barrier income 

opportunities for artists 
and people intersectionally 
marginalized out of meeting 

their basic needs

Pan-pan times & 
Supporting Frontline 
Work

* Diverting staff Hours to DTES 
response

* Distributing Cell Phones with Free 
Data plans

* coordinated meal distribution 
network that provided 1200 meals 
per day x 7 days a week x 6 weeks 

* Distributed PPE (masks, hand 
sanitizer, gloves)

Artist Residencies & 
Stipends
* Supported our own network 
of artist facilitators (~20 
individuals) stipends because 
we couldn’t hire them to 
facilitate workshops. 

* Redirected the funds from 
a proposed project about 
Indigneous Languages (that 
was cancelled) to financially 
support eight individual 
Indigenous artists with their 
art and community practices.

spring

Art Supply Kits
2000 Free art 
supply kits 
distributed 
kits through 
22 DTES 
organizations 
& groups in 
early 2021.

WePress Community Kitchen
& the Downtown Eastside 
Community Kitchens Network

* WePress community kitchen has 
been providing 200 hot meals 
5 days a week since June to 
the DTES community.

* In 2020 alone, WePress distributed about 
30,300 hot meals.

* Low-barrier Cook positions gave regular 
income to out of work artists and people 
marginalized out of typical income 
opportunities

Radical Care Residencies 
(2021)
* Support artists making work 
at home, or wherever they 
are living, by subsidizing 
their practice.

Online Workshops

* Sliding scale and / or free 
workshop and drop-in sessions

* Partnerships with Heart of the 
City Festival, Judith Marcuse 
projects, International Centre 
for Art for Social Change, and 
Aboriginal Writers Collective and 
Warriors Against Vioence

* Topics: Marbling with water, 
Printmaking, Beading, Writing, as 
well as Virtual art drop-ins

Fututre: 

Mutual aid, building 
healthy & sustainable 
non hierarchical 
systems
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other act
ivities

Thank you to our donors: Jodie Mak, Hannah 
Bennett, Peeranu Visetsuth, Namiko Kunimoto, 
Janice Shimizu, Shirley Lum, Sandi Liang, 

Sara Montgomery, Jennifer Ouson, Anna Vieira, 
Monica Kumar, Ashley Bodily, Pierre Leichner, 

Danielle Enright, and Melissa Muller. 

Thank you to our funders and partners, including 
the BC Arts Council, City of Vancouver, 

Canada Council for the Arts, Government of 
Canada through the United Way Lower Mainland, 
Community Foundations of Canada / Vancouver 
Foundation, Community Food Centres of Canada, 

and Career Launcher, Province of British 

Columbia, Vancouver Foundation, Community 
Response Fund, DTES Response, Community Impact 
Real Estate Society, Powell Street Festival 

Society, Gallery Gachet, and Opus Art Supplies.

Emergency Response Work was done with support 
from DTES Response, Network of Inner City 

Community Services Society, Potluck Catering, 
HAVE Culinary Training Society, South Hall, 

Wildebeest, the Community Response Fund, City 
of Vancouver and CIRES Peer Fund, Hives for 
Humanity, Powell Street Festival Society, and 
the SpencerCreo Foundation (to name a few).

The working 
group continued 

to meet virtually in 
2020. After completing 

the translation work, the 
group began to curate the 

book—written text, artwork by 
seniors, photographs from the 
workshops in 2018 and 2019, 
and artwork by commissioned 

artists. Currently, the 
content is being 

edited.
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rs P
roject Nina researched 

and developed a way 
for WePress to hold virtual 

meetings on our own server using 
as much non-corporate and open 

source technology as possible. We 
continue to develop safe, reliable, 

community-owned, non-corporate 
digital infrastructure and 

information sharing.
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1261 people attended 22 workshops and drop-ins, and viewed or attended 
or 10 different art presentations and community arts projects in 2020. 

Over 30,300 meals delivered and distributed in 2020 + more in 2021!

2000 art supply kits distributed so far in 2021

34 artists hired in 2020 + more workers through 
the WEPress Community Kitchen


